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Danica Patrick to Run Nevada Open Road Challenge
01 April, 2010 - JR Motorsports announced today that its superstar Nationwide driver, Danica Patrick, will be running the Nevada Open Road Challenge next month.  JR Motorsports’ spokesperson, Dale Earnhardt, Jr. said, “We’re proud to have Danica driving in this high speed event.  She’ll be running a race whose winner typically has a higher average speed than that of any of our NASCAR or Indy 500 winners.  I’m totally amped up to be associated with her for this incredible competition.”

Danica will be running the # 7 Go-Daddy Chevrolet Impala with a Hendrick engine in the race, and will attempt to go the entire distance with no pit stops. 

Steve Waldman, President of the Silver State Classic Challenge, Inc., the sponsoring organization, said, “I feel so lucky to have Danica join us.  It’s almost like winning the lottery.  Of course, she’ll be starting out in the 110 mph class with a speed limit of 124 mph, just as we start out any rookie.  I’m sure Danica will be able to move into some of the higher classes as she gains confidence on this challenging 90-mile course.”

Patrick, contacted at one of her television appearances, said, “It will be very exciting to be able to run up to 124 mph on a public road.  I anticipate doing well with Junior as my navigator, and I look forward to eventually being allowed to compete head-to-head with the really fast drivers like Dennis “Mad Dawg” Antenucci and my rookie mentor, Blue Offutt along with all the other heroes of the open road.”

Danica’s race will be broadcast on Fox Sports, which will have three race trailers plus the Hollywood Hotel unit at the start, and 103 cameras positioned along the route. A cutaway replica of Danica’s stock car will be stationed at the start line to allow the Fox team of commentators to explain the mechanical workings of her vehicle.  The Nationwide Insurance Company will be offering free insurance policies to every entrant (except, of course, those going over the normal 70 mph speed limit), and Danica’s trailer will be selling her merchandise at Ash Springs and at Sam’s Town after the event.  For those wanting an autograph, Danica will be staying at the new Ritz Carlton in downtown Ely, Nevada after she passes her driving test at the Las Vegas Motor Speedway.
JR Motorsports and Go-Daddy.com announced that their joint website would have all the details of this new adventure as soon as the legal issues surrounding some unfortunate domain name conflicts get resolved.
